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Teachers hop
on board up to
summer’s end

The district continued filling faculty positions
even as the opening day loomed only two weeks
away, totaling 88 new teachers.

Among the new hires, 18 went to AHS and 13 to
EAHS.

In addition, 11 vacancies opened during July,
according to Associate Superintendent
Alejandro Hogan.

Despite last minute staff changes, Hogan said the
district is “fully staffed even in the hard to fill
positions.”

“We’ve done a lot of work . . . working with
principals to make sure (staffing) demands are
met,” he told trustees.

Trustee Philip Tabera pressed the issue,
questioning whether all course sections would be
appropriately staffed.

In past years, teachers complained that some
course sections remained overcrowded during
the first two months of the fall semester. In 2006
and 2005, some classes exceeded forty students
and teachers said changes often weren’t made
quickly enough.

While Hogan assured Tabera, “the majority of
the schools would be adequately staffed,” he
didn’t go so far as to say all staffing issues would
be settled.

Hogan said attendance and enrollment could
make a difference especially at “impacted
schools.” A number of the district schools,
including AHS and SHS, are considered
impacted, as a result of high enrollment.

Of the 88 new teachers to join the district, 78
attended the district’s week-long new teachers’
orientation program. SVFT hosted a mid-week
lunch for the group.

PR contract
focuses on
Image, news

Trustees unanimously approved a $33,000
contract with the district’s image and newsletter
as the purported focus of California Campaign
Services. However, the public relations
company, operated by Gary Karnes and
Associates, is likely to be called into service in
support of a bond drive. The contract itself
doesn’t include direct reference to a bond
campaign, said Superintendent Roger Anton.
The reference is to be left out of the contract
until the district is ready to proceed with a bond
drive, he added.

Trustees questioned the cost of the contract
reading as payment for the publication of “The
Lamp of Learning.” According to the contract,
the newsletter cost $1660 to print and $2865 for
mailing per issue.
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In addition to the newsletter, Karnes is expected
to work with outreach opportunities for
presentations to civic groups, service clubs and
community gatherings.

Trustee Kathryn Ramirez asked that the
contract be returned to the board before
extending it to include work on a bond drive.

Expelled students
complete program,
return to classes

Nearly 50 percent of students rehabilitated after
expulsion are able to return to district schools
this fall.

The district uses the Caminos Program to
oversee a rehabilitation plan for students
expelled from its high schools and middle
schools.

This year the Caminos Program enrolled 114
students with 52 completing all phases of the
program and able to be readmitted to a regular
school program. An additional eight students
have completed the Caminos program, but still
have time off campus before readmission.
SVFT Co-President Peggy Carroll asked if the
district had a policy regarding early completion
of rehabilitation requirements. Referring to the
eight students, she asked “must they only sit out
the time.”

The district worked closely with Caminos in
formalizing a rehabilitation plan. Tabera praised
the results saying they “showed a big
improvement over the year before.”

The program works with students to complete
their community service requirements and offer
weekly meetings to build students skills and
character.

“We consider the results positive,” said Scott

McColgan, director of Pupil Personnel Services.

“We work hard to see not students fall through
the cracks,” he told trustees.

Ramirez asked for a rundown on the dollars and
cents of the investment and feedback from
student participants.

Textbooks, materials
sufficient for classes

Following a public hearing, trustees unanimously
adopted a resolution stating the district’s has
enough textbooks and instructional materials that
are aligned with state standards. No one made
comments during the public hearing.

Teachers’ Letter Forum

Teachers are invited to send letters-to-the-editor
style comments or questions about newsletter
topics or other concerns of general interest to the
SVFT membership.

Letters will be printed on a space available basis.
Letter writers should include a name and phone
number with any submission.

All letter writers must be identified. Letters may
be edited for space considerations. Letters can be
sent by email to mklinger44(@Yahoo.com or to
president@svft.net
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